
FREE ACADEMY MEALS 
GUIDANCE 



Common Free School Meal Misunderstandings…

1. I work full time I don’t need to apply
2. There’s no way I will qualify, I don’t claim any benefits 
3. Even if I qualified, my children would not want Free School Meals or eat them 
4. I’m embarrassed to apply or ask for help
5. The application form will take hours to complete, I just don’t have time and there is no 

point 
6. I’m not very good with technology, I won’t be able to complete the form
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Answering your questions and concerns: 
• The system we use at Bluecoat Beechdale Academy, checks your eligibility on a regular basis. 

• The system will confirm whether or not you are eligible. Considering the current 
circumstances, it is now more important than ever to apply. You could be entitled to Free 
School Meals.

• Although you think you may not be eligible now, circumstances could change in the future and 
we want to be able to help support you and your child the best we can. 

• Once you have applied you do not need to do anything, we will contact you. 

• We can apply on your behalf if you struggle using technology! 

• The form takes less than 2 minutes to complete! 



How do I apply? 

• In order to apply please click the link: 
https://www.cloudforedu.org.uk/ofsm/sims/

• You can also call our office and ask a member of our team to apply on your 
behalf: 0115 913 5211 

• Or you can email our office with further enquiries or support: 
office@bluecoatbeechdale.co.uk

https://www.cloudforedu.org.uk/ofsm/sims/
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Step by step guidance 

• As soon as you click the link, this page will show. 

• Select ‘New Application’.



Step by step guidance 

• Please ensure you fill out each box accurately as the system will not 
allow you to ‘save and continue’ until you have filled everything out 
correctly. 



Step by step guidance 

• Continue completing 
the form, once 
completed accurately 
– click ‘save and 
continue’.

• You can choose your 
preferred contact 
method.



Step by step guidance 

• Ensure all of your child’s details are inputted accurately, as if there are 
any mistakes this can impact the results of eligibility. 



Step by step guidance 

• Complete the ‘Child’ section and ensure you select Bluecoat Beechdale
under the ‘School’ section.  

• Once completed, select the appropriate statement confirmation and 
click save and continue. 
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Step by step guidance 

• Once you click ‘save and continue’ you 
will be able to review the information you 
have inputted into the system.  

• At this point you can go back and change 
any errors that you spot before 
submitting the form

• Please ensure the information you 
provide is accurate. 



Step by step guidance 

• Once you are happy all the data selected is correct, tick the statement 
confirmation box and submit the form. 



What happens next? 

• As soon as you have submitted the form, the data will be submitted and the 
system will notify you of your eligibility.

• If you are eligible, we will be in contact to let you know. 

• If you are found ‘not eligible’, it could be that this changes in the future. If the 
eligibility status were to change, the Academy would be in touch straight away.  



What will I be entitled to? 

At BBA your child will be entitled to the following, if found eligible: 

An allowance of 70p to be spent at breakfast and £2.00 to be spent during lunch 
time. 

For further information regarding menu’s please visit our website

Any allowances not used shall be lost, as the allowances are refreshed on a daily 
basis. 

Payments are all done through electronic systems, so only you and your child 
will know whether or not you are eligible. 



I think I should have been eligible 

If you believe you should have been eligible, and you were found as ‘not eligible’ 
on the system, you can dispute this. 

If you think you should be entitled to Free School Meals, please email our office 
with proof of earnings, benefits, universal credits etc… And we will contact the 
Free School Meals team to ensure this is checked. 

We will keep you updated on the outcome and inform you of the decision and 
any reasoning behind this. 



What happens now?
If you have any further questions or queries, please contact our office: 

office@bluecoatbeechdale.co.uk

Call us on:

0115 913 5211 

Or visit our website: 

https://www.bluecoatbeechdale.co.uk/news-events/free-school-meals/

If you wish to apply and find out within 24hours whether or not you are eligible, 
please apply using the link: https://www.cloudforedu.org.uk/ofsm/sims/
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